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IN THE CLAIMS : 



7 

Claims 1-6 (canceled). 

^X^Currenlily Amended) An apparatus, compri^ng: 

a base apparatus which includes a first sheet transporting path extending substantially 
verticaUy and performs a first processing for a sheet traveling downward along all length of 
said first sheet transporting path; and 
5 a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base apparatus and 

indudes a reading element^ 

wherein a second sheet transporting path extending substantially vertically is defined by 
a sur&ce of said scanner apparatus on ^^ch said reading element is provided, and a surfece of 
said base ^paratus which &ces to said scanner apparatus in a case where said scanner 
10 ^paratus is mounted on said base apparatus, and a second sheet travels downward along all 

length of the second tran sporting path: 

and wherein said scanner apparatus indudes a pick roller provided at a location 
upstream of said second sheet transportmg path as viewed in a sheet transportmg direction and 
inchides a feed roller provided at locaticms downstream of said second sheet transporting path, 
15 said first and second sheet transporting paths being provided along and adjacent to each o th eiv 

and nearly parallel to each other at their straijjdrt pride parts of the upper portion, and the said 
first and second sheet ddiverv po rts are provided at a same side of said multipla fiitinfrifin 
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apparatus: and 

wherein said scanner apparatus is so implemented as to be cq>able of operating as a hand 
2 0 scanner in a case where said scanner apparatus is detached from said base apparatus. 

^^^(Currendy Amended) An apparatus according to claim wherein said scanner 
apparatus has a protectmg member provided in a manner projecting at a side of said suri^ of 
said scanner aopaiatu sr p rote c ting said p ick ro ll er to protect said pick roller from collapsing 

\ 

with the weight of the Rcannftf apparatus in a case where said scanner apparatus is used as a 
5 hand scanner. 

x^T'CPreviousIy Presented) An apparatus according to daim vAkcrdn said protecting 
member is provided at a location outside of a readipg area of smd scanner apparatus. 

JOr^ (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to daim wherein an 
acc o mm o dating part acconMUodatiiig said pr o te c trng member a groove to receive said 
prntftcting mftnnhRr in a case where said scanner appanttus is mounted on the base apparatus is 
provided in the sur&ce of said base apparatus fiicing toward said protecting member. 

y 

Claims 11-18 (canoded). 



^.Ji^CPre^ously Presented) An ^aratus conqoriang: 



PAGE 412O'RCVDAT4f21/2D04 3:12:10PM [Eastern Dayl^^^^ 



04/21/2004 15:15 191494»fc5 MC6LEW AND TUTTWPC PAGE 



\ 



a base unit indudiiig a part of a sheet transporting mechanism; 
a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base unit and inchides at 
least the other pait of said sheet transporting mechanism and a reading element 

a scatmermounting portion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably mount 
said scanner apparatus on said base unit; and 

an eogaging portion provided on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion, 

wherdn dther said scanner mounting portion of said base unit or said enga 
10 of said scanner apparatus is a pivotal shaft for aOovring said scanner apparatus to rotate 

frontwards, while the oth^ is in the form of a holdiiiig member for holding said pivotal shaft. 

'^Q. (Previoiisly Presented) M apparatus accordiiig to daim 1^, wherein 
scanner apparatus i$ so implemented as to be capable of operating as a hand scanner in a 
case where said scanner apparatus is detached from said base unit. 

-Sir (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 1^, further comprising: 
a lode member locking said scanner apparatus in a state moimted on said base unit. 

(Previously Presented) An apparatus according to daim L9, further con^rising: 
a rotation limiting stopper preventing said scanner apparatus from swinging 
exces^vdy frontwards of said apparatus in a case vAss& ^aSA scanner £q>paratus is attadied 
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to or detached from said base unit. 



/23. (Previously Presented) An ^^laratus according to claim ld> further comprising: 
a deviation preventing stopper preventing said scanner apparatus fixmi di^dadng upwardly 
of said apparatus in a case v^iere said scanner q>paratus is mounted on swl baseimit. 



^ ,.24r(Previously Presented) An q^paratus, comprising: 
a base unit inchiding a part of a sheet transporting mechanism; 
^ a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base imxt and includes 

the other part of said sheet tran^rting mechanism and a readtAg element; 
5 a scanner mounting portion jmvided on said base unit and adapted to removably 

mount said scanner apparatus on said base unit; 

and an engaging portion provided on said scann^ ^paratus and adapted to engage 
said scanner mounting portion^ 

wherdn a sheet guide provided on said scann^ apparatus and a sheet guide provided 
10 on said base unit are &ced to each other, so that a ^[lace defined between smd two Aeet 

guides becomes gradually naitower toward a sheet withdrawal port, and of&et member is 
provided for at least one of said two sheet guides for stepwise limiting moving of a sheet 
toward said sheet withdrawal port 

(Previously Presented) An apparatus according to daun 2^ wherein said 
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scanner apparatus is so impleoieDted as to be capable of operatmg as a hand scanner in a 
case where said scanno* apparatus is detached from said base unit 

Claims 26-33^^cni^ 

' ^^4r^Curr6Qtly Amended) An apparatus, c^ 

a base apparatus whidi includes a first sheet transporting path extending 
substantially vertically and performs a first processing for a sheet traveling along said first 

\ 

sheet tran^rting path; and 
5 a scanno' apparatus v^di can be removably mounted on said base apparatus and 

includes a reading element, v4)eretn a second sheet transpordng path extending substantially 
vertically is defined by a surface of said scanner apparatus on^ch said reading element is 
provided, and a surbce of said base apparatus which &ces toward said scanner apparatus 
when sakl scanner ^>paratus is mounted on said base apparatus, said first and second sheet 
10 transp<^ing paths being provided along and adjacent to each other^ and wherdn said 

scanner apparatus may be detadied firom said base ^yparatus so as to operate as a hand 
scanner;^ 

wherein said_base_apparatus inchides a first sheet guide provided at a location 
upstream of said second sheet transporting oath: an rl gaid ggatmer apparatus includes a 
15 second sheet guide provided at a location upstream of said second sheet transporting path; 

and whe nsan said first and second sheet guides face each oth «r m a manti er that a space 
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between said first and the second sheet guides graduallv narrows toward said second sheet 
transporting path, and the first sheet travels downward along all path of the first traveling 
path, smA t!w > second sheet travds downward along all path of the second travdinc path: 
20 and the said first and second sheet deKvery ports a re provided at a saute side of said multiple 

fbnctionanpanituB. 

y35r (Previously Presented) An q)paratus aocorcfing to claim wlierein said 
scann^ apparatus includes at least one pick roOer provided on a sui£K:e where said reading 
^ dement is provided, and a protecting menaberprqjecdng at a side of sai^ 

protecdqg said pick roller \«dien said scanner apparatus is used as a hand scanner. 

/J l3 

^^.S^T^CPrevioudy Presented) An apparatus according to claim 36^ wherein said 
protecting mmiber is provided at a location out^de of a reading area of said scanner 
apparatus. 

37, (Canceled) 

^^sf^Cwren^ Amended) A multiple function apparatus^ comprising: 

a first transporting guide on said base_unit said first transporting guide including a 
straight guide part and a deflecting guide part» said straight guide part beii^ formed so as to 
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5 transport a fir^ sheet straight and is open at one end, and said deflecting guide part being 

coimected to said straight guide part at a side opposite said one end so as to transport a first 
sheet in a direction different fipm a direction of transport efiected by said straight guide 
part; 

a first apparatus prc^ded at said deflecting guide part» and p«:fbnning processing 
10 for said first sheet in a case wfa«^e said first sheet is transported along said deflecting guide 

part; 

a second transporting guide, provided along said first transporting guide, 
formed so as to transport a second sheet; ! 
a second apparatus^ provided at said second transport!]^ guide, and performing 

1 5 processing for said second sheet in a case where said second sheet is transported along said 

• second transporting guid e^saidjsecond apparatus bdng a scanner apparatus which can be 
removably mounted on said base unit and includes a reading element said KCAnrwr apoaraiu& 
bdny implemented_as to be capable of operating as a hand scani^ in a case where said 
scanner a pparatus is detached fi:om said base unit: 

2 0 wherein a portion of said second transfportix^ guide \i^cih &ces to said deflecting 

guide part is movable, so that said first ^aratus can be exposed 

^d9r(Previously Pres^ited) A muh^le fimction apparatus according to claim 18, 
vdierein said second apparatus is provided opposite of said first tranq>ortii% guide with 
reject to said second transporting guide. 



8 
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l7 ^ f^J 

' (Previciusly Presented) A multiple fimcaionapp^ 
wherdn a direction of transport of said first sheet effected by said straight guide part and a 
direction of transport of said second Aeet effected by a portion of said second transporting 
guide which &ces to said straight guide part form an angle smaller than 90 degrees with the 
vertical direction in a case wh^ ssaid multiple function apparatus is provided for use. 



/ 



^^^il^^^Ihirrently Amenifed) A multiple fimcti^ apparatus acceding to daim 



finthM* comprising: 

a first transportixig mechanism transporting said first sheet fi^om said straight guide 

\ 

part of said first transpwting guide toward said deflecting guide part; 
5 a second transporting nnechanism transporting said second sheet by said second 

transporting guide in a manner that said second sheet is transported in substantially a same 
direction as said first sheet; 

a first sheet ddivery port for delivery of said first sheet fiom said multiple fimction 
apparatus, said first sheet delivery port being provided at a location downstream of said 
10 deflecting guide part as viewed in a direction of transport of said first sheet; and 

a second sheet delivery port for deltvery of said second sheet firom said multiple 
fimction apparatus, said second sheet delivery port bdng provided at a location downstream 
of said second transporting guide as viewed in a direction of tran^oit of said second sheet, 
wherein said first and second sheet deiiv^ ports are provided at a same side of said 
15 multiple fimction apparatus. 
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,>t2r^(Pieviously Presented) A multqile fimcdon q^aratus according to cl^m 
"wlierem said second transporting giude is j^ovided doser to the front side of said multiple 
function apparatus than is said first transpor&ig guide, said first apparatus is an image 
forming apparatus^ said second apparatus is a scanner^ a sheet accommodating part is 
provided at a location upstream of said first transporting guide as viewed in said sheet 
transporfing direction^ said sheet accommodating part accommodates a phirality of sheets to 
be fed to said first transporting guide. 

(Previously Presented) A multiple fiinction apparatus according to daim 42, 
^^4ierein a portion of said second tranj^>orting guide which faces to said deflectiqg guide part 
serves as a part of a cover of said multii^e function apparatus and covers said image foiming 
apparatus. 

>l4r^r6viousiy Pres«ited) A multiple function apparatus according to daim ^ 
wherein a portion of said second transporting guide which &oes to said deflecting guide part 
is movable, so that said image forming apparatus can be exposed. 

^ c^S^'OE^reviousIy Presented) A m^^ 
wherdn said first apparatus and said second a{^aratus are provided in such a po^fional 
rdation as to ov^lap each other m the vertical direction in a case where said multiple 
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function apparatus is in use. 



(Currently Amended) An apparatus^ compiising: 
abaseumt; 

. a scanner apparatus -wluch includes a readipg element and can be removably mounted 
on said base unit; 

5 a scanner mounting portiw provided on said base unit and adapted to removably 

mount said scanner apparatus on said base unit; and 

an enga^ng porticm provided on said scazmer apparatus and ad^ted to engage said 
scanner mounting porti<Hi, wherein a sheet transporting path is defined by a surfitce of said 
scanner apparatus on which said reading dement is provided, and a sur&ce of said base unit 
10 which faces to said scanty apparatus in a case where said scanner apparatus is mounted on 

said base unit, and said engaging portion and said scanner mounting portion hdid said 
scanner apparatus in a manner that said scanner apparatus can ^ro^teto a direction that 
said sheet transporting path is open. 

4)7f'X^eviously Presented) An q)paratus according to claim 46, wherein a sheet 
traxisporting direction of said sheet transporting path is substantially vertical, and said 
engaging portion and said scanner mounting portion bold said scanner apparatus such fhat 
said scanner apparatus can rotate about a lower portion thereof in a state mounted on said 
5 base unit. 
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(Previously Presented) An qjparatus according to daim 4p» further con4xrising: 



a lock member loddng said scanner apparatus in a state mounted on said base unit. 

(Pre\dously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 4^, further comprising: 
a rotation limiting stoj^er preventing said scanner apparatus from swin^g 
excessivdy. 



(Previously Presented) An apparatus according to daim wherein said base 



unit is an image forming apparatus. 

/ 

51, (Cancded) 



I 



^^^2i^^reviously Presrated) An apparatuSp comprising: 
a base apparatus 

a scanner apparatus which can b t removably mounted on said base apparatus and 
inchides a reading dement; 

and a sheet transporting path deined by a sur&ce of said scanner apparatus on 
which said reading demoit is provided, and a sur&ce of said base apparatus which faces 
toward said readier element in a case w lere s^d scanner apparatus is mounted on said base 
apparatus; | 

at least one device disposed in sidd base apparatus; and 
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10 a cover of said base apparatus guidiiig a sheet ddivered fiom said sheet transporting path 

and covering said device; 

wherein said cover can move so that said device is exposed 

JS9r (Previously FresoxtecQ An apparatus accor^ng to claim 5jSt, wherein sadd cover 
can be opened and dosed. 

^ (Previously Presented) An apparatus accortfing to daim 52^ 
\ can be removed. 

55: (Previously Presented) An apparatus accorcfii^ to daim 52, Therein said base 
apparatus is an image fimiing q>parBtus. 

yS6r (Previously Presented) An apparatus acconfix^ to claim 5^, wherein said base 
apparatus is an image fimning apparatus^ and a sheet guide of a sheet delivery portion of 
said image forming apparatus and a sheet guide of a sheet delivery portion of said scanner 
apparatus are provided adjacent to each other. 

^57r1(Previously Presented) An apparatus accordSng to daim ^» whemn said base 
apparatus is an nnage forming apparatus^ and a sheet guide of a sheet feeding portion of said 
image forming apparatus and a sheet guide of a ^eet feeding portion of said scanner 
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apparatus are provided adjacent to each other. 

..^^^(Previously Presented) An apparatus accotidmg to daim 5^ wh^dn said base 
apparatus is an image-forming apparatus^ and a sheet feeding portion of said scanner 
apparatus is proaded frontward "^tfa respect to a sheet feeding porticm of said image 
forming apparatus. 

.,...S9r'(Previously Presented) A muldple-fimction apparatus^ oc^ikprising: 
an image formixig apparatus inchiding a sheet transporting path extending 
^ substantially vertically; 

a scanner apparatus of an automatic sheet feedii^ type and including a sheet 
5 transporting path ^endbg substantially verticaUy;an^ 

at least one device disposed in said linage formmg apparatus; 
wherein said sheet transporting paths of said scanner apparatus and said image 
fbnmi^ apparatus are provided adjacent to each other, and a sheet guide provided at least at 
a part of said sheet transporting path of said scanner apparatus serves as a cover for said 
10 device disposed in said image fwrning apparatus and said she^ guide can move so that said 

device is exposed. 

^ ;60r^reviousIy Presented) A muMple-fimction apparatus according to daim 
wfaerem said scanner apparatus is removably mounted on said image forming apparatus^ and 
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said seamier apparatus is so implemented as to be capable of operadng as a hand scaniiH' in 
a case where said scanner apparatus is detached fiom said image fonning apparatus. 

jSfi. (Previously Presexttcd) An apparatus according to claim 46» wherein said 
scanner apparatus includes at least one roller or a phjrality of rollers for sheet transportation, 
a center of rotation of said scanner apparatus being located at a downstream ^de, with 
* ^ regard to a direction of sheet transportation of said at least one roller or a plurality of 

5 rollers. 

Claims 62-69 (canceled). 
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